Visualization and Quantification of Pericellular Matrix.
The pericellular matrix (PCM), also known as the pericellular coat or glycocalyx, lies between the plasma membrane and the interstitial extracellular matrix (ECM). It can have a dramatic influence on cell function because of its presence at the interface between the cell and its microenvironment. A common tool used to demonstrate the PCM is the particle exclusion assay in which fixed red blood cells are utilized to outline the boundary of the cell together with its PCM. PCM visualization and quantification provide opportunities to uncover the roles of ADAMTS proteases in PCM remodeling in many cell types and processes.